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ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY is designed to develop an appreciation for the 
study of life and allow students to identify and understand unifying principles within the 
diverse biological world.  What we know today about biology is a result of generations of 
inquiry.  With this in mind, the process of inquiry and developing critical thinking skills is an 
important part of this course.   
 

AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course taken by 
biology majors during their first year.  The course is built around four “big ideas,” along with 
a series of enduring understandings and science practices.  The big ideas are: 
 

Big idea 1: The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. 
Big idea 2: Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to  

      grow, to reproduce and to maintain dynamic homeostasis. 
Big idea 3: Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information  
                   essential to life processes. 
Big idea 4: Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions   
                   possess complex properties 
 

TOPIC OUTLINE:  
Detailed information about AP Biology topics and assessments is available at: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-biology-course-and-exam-description-0.pdf 
 
TEXTBOOK:  
Campbell, Neil A. & Reece, Jane B.  Biology, 9th ed. Menlo Park, CA: Pearson / Benjamin 
Cummings, 2011. 
 
 
 

CLASS MATERIALS:  
♦ notebook 
 

CLASSROOM POLICIES AND PRACTICES:  
1. Follow all Royal Oak HS guidelines regarding attendance and conduct.  
2. Show respect for everyone and everything in the classroom. 
3. Listen whenever anyone speaks; disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. 
4. Do not make excuses.  Come to class prepared, on time, and ready to work everyday. 
5. Work that you turn in should be your own.  Although you may work with a group on certain 

assignments, the work you submit should be unique.  
DP Academic Honesty:  

6. No food or drink (other than water) is allowed in the classroom. 
7. Inappropriate language or topics of conversation will not be tolerated. 

 
ANTICIPATED WORKLOAD: 
Homework is regularly assigned.  It is designed to provide background for lectures and labs, as well 
 as practice on skills learned in class.  Work completed outside of class generally takes the form of 
 independent reading or review.  (See Canvas, Calendar, and MiStar for detailed 
 assignment information.) 
 
WEEKLY ASSESSMENT CALENDAR:  
Although we will not have assessments every week, you can plan to only have tests or major 
assignments due on Thursdays for this class.   

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-biology-course-and-exam-description-0.pdf


EVALUATION:  
Marking period grades are based on total points earned in each of the categories listed below.  Grades  
will be updated as often as possible.  It is the student’s responsibility to monitor grade details online 
 and report any errors.  Progress reports are always available upon request.   

 

All assignments are to be turned in on time.  Assignments turned in after the unit assessment will 
face a 20% grade reduction.   

 

Grades are based on the following:  WEIGHT  
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (tests, quizzes, labs, projects) 60%   
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 40% 

 

Semester grades are calculated from the two marking period grades and a comprehensive final exam. 
1st MP = 40 %       2nd MP = 40 %     EXAM = 20 % 

 
 
One of the benefits that IB Diploma Programme participants will appreciate is a grade boost for each 
grade (e.g., an A=5.0, B=4.0). NOTE: Royal Oak High School letter grades are not submitted to IB. 
IB scores are ultimately determined by the IB, based on their assessments. 
 

AP EXAM:  
This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Biology exam in the spring 
of 2021.  Therefore, assessments used in this course will attempt to reflect the style and difficulty of 
the actual AP Biology exam.  Because of the challenging nature of the course, students may not 
always obtain high percentages on assessments.  Diligence with lab work and projects should work to 
balance lower assessment grades. 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Royal Oak Schools is committed to creating an environment of integrity where students understand 
academically honest students submit work that is solely their own and make ethical decisions 
considering their learning.  The complete text of the Royal Oak High School Academic Honesty 
Policy is available here:https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PcgTQYPAyp9HP0oY7FzCohNWGxWj7EgY 
 

INDIVIDUAL HELP: Students may always receive help before or after school, during conference 
hours, or by appointment. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Phone: (248) 435-8500, ext. 1004 Email: david.barnett@royaloakschools.org 
 

NOTES: 
A Canvas site for AP Biology is available for students.  The site serves as a clearinghouse for 
information related to the class, including assignments, presentations, and other resources.   
 
 
Please indicate that you’ve read and understand the 
expectations for this class using this form: 
https://forms.gle/btCvYDYdddjLFxsR6. 
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