
ROHS APUSH Syllabus 2020-21 
Mr. Masen, Room 222 
david.masen@royaloakschools.org 
248.435.8500  ext. 1018 
 
Course Description: 
AP U.S. History (APUSH) is designed to be  a survey college 
course in U.S. History and will study the cultural, economic, 
political, and social developments that have shaped the United 
States from c. 1491 (Pre Columbian, before Columbus) to the 
present. You’ll analyze historical documents both primary and 
secondary, visual sources, and other historical evidence and 
write essays identifying and making historical arguments.  We 
will be preparing for the APUSH exam on May 6th of 
2021focusing on study strategies, test-format multiple choice 
questions, and writing for DBQs (document based questions), 
LEQs (long essay questions), and short answer questions.  

Text & Additional Resources:  
American History: Connecting with the Past (AP Edition), Alan Brinkley, 2015 
We will be analyzing primary and secondary source documents, articles, maps, charts, graphs, 
political cartoons, subject specific vocabulary, and various media resources to teach not only history, 
but historical thinking skills in addition to our textbook. 
 
AP Classroom: 
This is a college board sponsored AP practice site which will be for supplementary practice and the 
means by which students will register for the AP Test which will be May 6th, 8am, 2021 
Click on this link: myap.collegeboard.org 1st Hour Code:   3RGKRY 

2nd Hour Code: M6X7KJ
 

Required Materials for Class: Due to the volume of material covered in this class your organization is 
crucial.  You must have the following everyday in class: 
Spiral/composition notebook for notes 
Binder for supplemental Primary and Secondary Source document readings 
Pens:  A pencil will only be required one time a year on AP Exam day 
Highlighters for close reading 
Textbook 
 
Objective mind: ob·jec·tive (əbˈjektiv/) adjective 
     1. (of a person or their judgment) not influenced by personal feelings or opinions in considering and 
representing facts.  "historians try to be objective and impartial" 
 
APUSH Historical Thinking Skills:  
 

1. Developments & Processes: Identify and explain 
2. Sourcing & Situation: Evaluate, analyze, primary and secondary sources, their audience,  and 

purpose  
3. Claims & Evidence in Sources: Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources 
4. Contextualization: Analyze the circumstances around historical events, developments, and 

processes 

mailto:david.masen@avondaleschools.org
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5. Making Connections: historical reasoning (comparison, causation, continuity, and change) and 
patterns 

6. Argumentation: Make a claim and support it with evidence 
 

APUSH Expectations: 
 

● Attendance:  Regular attendance is extremely important, as class discussions, simulations, 
activities, and individual and group projects will cover important material in beneficial and 
varied ways which need your presence to engage. Whether virtual or in person, absences will 
occur, however, it is the responsibility of the student to make-up work, communicate with the 
teacher and fellow students if need be to get notes missed while out. 
 

● Participation:  A successful class depends on student participation to bring in diverse ideas, 
interpretations, perspectives, and questions.   Come prepared to engage in the learning 
process both virtual and face-to-face (when we return to building) and take ownership of your 
time in APUSH. Contributions need not be earth-shattering, but they should be regular and 
substantive based on your analysis of the readings we will be doing in class. 

● Homework:  Students should expect to have homework on a daily basis.  A variety of 
assignments will be incorporated into the course.  APUSH students should understand that 
this is a reading and writing intensive course.  

● Exams and Quizzes:  Tests in APUSH are quite rigorous, consisting of multiple choice, short 
answer, and/or essay questions.  Exams will assess students’ factual and analytical mastery of 
the material.  Every unit or two will end with an exam and these exams will be reflective of the 
AP Exam students may take in the spring both in content and format.  Each chapter will be 
broken down into smaller reading quizzes for a better understanding of the material. 

● Reading:  Students must be able to read with understanding both primary and secondary 
sources. Students should be able to read for the “big” ideas while pulling out relevant factual 
information for context.  The textbook will serve as the main reading, but it will be 
supplemented regularly with additional outside readings. Students can expect to regularly 
read 25-50 pages of textbook material a week as well as primary sources and supplementary 
readings. 

● Note-taking:  Students should be prepared to take notes on everything!  Notes on readings 
and discussions are a necessity and they will be assessed throughout the course, chapter by 
chapter, unit by unit.  The fast pace of APUSH and the complexity of the material make it 
absolutely essential that students utilize a method (student choice) for organizing the large 
quantity of content in APUSH. 

● Writing:  Students will have multiple DBQs (document based questions)  LEQs (long essay 
questions), and short answer questions. APUSH uses these writing activities (FRQs: free 
response questions) to build on the analytical skills developed and practiced throughout the 
course.  Students will be expected to effectively communicate their ideas in writing.  Most 
students will find writing the most challenging portion of the course, as everything will be 
assessed at a higher level, but rest assured that we will practice the key concepts of good 
writing along the way. 

 



Task Verbs Used in Free-Response Questions 

Compare: Provide a description or explanation of similarities and/or differences. 

Describe: Provide the relevant characteristics of a specific topic. 

Evaluate: Judge or determine the significance or importance of information, or the quality or 
accuracy of a claim. 

Explain: Provide information about how and why a relationship, process, pattern, position, 
situation, or outcome occurs, using evidence and/or reasoning. Explain “how” typically 
requires analyzing the relationship, process, pattern, position, situation, or outcome, whereas 
explain “why” typically requires analysis of motivations or reasons for the relationship, process, 
pattern, position, situation, or outcome. 

Identify: Indicate or provide information about a specified topic, without elaboration or 
explanation. 

Support an argument: Provide specific examples and explain how they support an identified 
claim. 

Analyze: How and/or why is something important or relevant? 

● The goal is to engage students intellectually and academically in order to prepare them for 
post-secondary education and critical thinking.  The class is designed for students to succeed 
on the AP Exam in May.  I will expect everyone to take the exam [and do well]; I cannot require 
it, however.  It is my hope that you will find this class challenging and rewarding – and see it 
through to the exam in May and the end of the school year. 
 

● Communication:  With the high expectations and content of an AP class, communication 
during the year becomes a critical component for success.  Canvas, email, and the phone will 
be used to support students and parents..  Students and parents can track progress and 
pacing throughout the year in Canvas, our learning management system.  I can’t help fix what I 
don’t know is broken.  Communication is key! 

AP Exam  Thursday, May 6th, 2021  8am  
 

Exam Format: 
Section I –  Part A: Multiple Choice – 55 Questions in 55min. 40% 

Part B: Short Answer Questions – 3 Questions in 40min. 20% 
 

Section II -- Part A: Document-Based Question – 1 Question in 60min. 25% 
Part B: Long Essay Question – 1 Question (chosen from a pair) in 40 min. 15% 

 
The exam takes 3 hours and 15 minutes to complete.  The exam assesses the thematic learning objectives, the 
student’s use of historical thinking skills, and the student’s understanding of all nine units of AP World History: 
Modern – all of which are listed on the first page of this course description. 
 
 
 
 



AP Exam Registration 
 
College Board changed the registration date for taking the AP Exam to the Fall.  Students will 
register by the first week in November.  Deadline for registration will be communicated to us 
by the Counseling Department. 
 
The cost is $95 for the AP Exam. 
 
Course Outline and Themes: 
 
Units  AP Exam Weight 
Unit 1: Period 1: 1491–1607  4–6% 
Unit 2: Period 2: 1607–1754 6–8% 
Unit 3: Period 3: 1754–1800  10–17% 
Unit 4: Period 4: 1800–1848  10–17% 
Unit 5: Period 5: 1844–1877  10–17% 
Unit 6: Period 6: 1865–1898  10–17% 
Unit 7: Period 7: 1890–1945  10–17% 
Unit 8: Period 8: 1945–1980  10–17% 
Unit 9: Period 9: 1980–Present   4–6% 
 
THEME 1: AMERICAN AND NATIONAL IDENTITY (NAT) 
This theme focuses on how and why definitions of American and national identity and values have 
developed among the diverse and changing population of North America as well as on related topics, 
such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, assimilation, and American exceptionalism. 
 
THEME 2: WORK, EXCHANGE, AND TECHNOLOGY (WXT) 
This theme focuses on the factors behind the development of systems of economic exchange, 
particularly the role of technology, economic markets, and government. 
 
THEME 3: GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT (GEO) 
This theme focuses on the role of geography and both the natural and human-made environments in 
the social and political developments in what would become the United States. 
 
THEME 4: MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT (MIG) 
This theme focuses on why and how the various people who moved to and within the United States 
both adapted to and transformed their new social and physical environments. 
 
THEME 5: POLITICS AND POWER (PCE) 
This theme focuses on how different social and political groups have influenced society and 
government in the United States as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed over 
time. 
 
THEME 6: AMERICA IN THE WORLD (WOR) 
This theme focuses on the interactions between nations that affected North American history in the 
colonial period and on the influence of the United States on world affairs. 
 
THEME 7: AMERICAN AND REGIONAL CULTURE (ARC) 



This theme focuses on the how and why national, regional, and group cultures developed and 
changed as well as how culture has shaped government policy and the economy. 
 
THEME 8: SOCIAL STRUCTURES (SOC) 
This theme focuses on how and why systems of social organization develop and change as well as the 
impact that these systems have on the broader society 
 
Scope and Sequence 
1st Semester 
Period 1: 1491-1607 ~1 week  
Period 2: 1607-1754 ~2.5 weeks 
Period 3: 1754-1800 ~3 weeks 
Period 4: 1800-1848 ~3 weeks 
Period 5: 1844-1877 ~3 weeks 
Holiday Break 
Period 6: 1865-1898 ~3.5 weeks 
 
Midterm Final on Periods 1-5 (end of the 1st semester, 2nd quarter, January  2021) 
 
2nd Semester 
Period 7: 1890-1945 ~4 weeks 
Period 8: 1945-1980 ~4 weeks 
Period 9: 1980-Present ~1 week 
 
Year-end Final (end of the 2020-21 school year) 
 
Scope and Sequence will need to be somewhat flexible due to what the school year will look like 
regarding virtual and face to face teaching when schools reopen.  However, the goal is to cover all of 
this material for exam preparation. Showing up prepared and ready to engage regardless of the 
format for class will be an invaluable asset to you as a student and the enrichment of your classroom 
experience.  
 
Textbook Readings for Units 1 through 9 
 

Unit  Unit Title, Chapters, and Readings in Brinkley Text  Date Range 

1  Pre-Columbian History, Westward European expansion, and the Columbian 
Exchange: Exploration and Colonization 
Chapter 1 
C1 Reading: 1.1 pp. 1-7, 1.2 pp. 7-20, 1.3 pp. 20-32 
Quiz after the chapter 
Practice Test 

c.1491-1607 

2  European Colonies in America: The Colonial Era 
Chapters 2, 3, 4.1 
C2 Reading: 2.1, pp. 35-43, 2.2, pp. 43-54, 2.3, pp. 54-63 
C3 Reading: 3.1, pp. 66-76, 3.2, pp. 76-85, 3.3, pp. 85-96 
C4 Reading: 4.1, pp. 99-107  
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #1, Chapters 2-4 

c. 1607-1754 



3  “We the People”, the Constitution and a New Nation 
Chapters 4.2, 5 and 6 
C4 Reading: 4.2, pp.107-122, 4.3, pp. 122-126 
C5 Reading: 5.1, pp. 129-149, 5.2, pp. 149-165 
C6 Reading: 6.1, pp. 160-172, 6.2, pp. 172-178 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #2, Chapters 4.2-6 

c.1754-1800 

4  New Nationalism, Democracy, Industrialisation, and Reform 
Chapters 8, 10, 11, 12 
C8 Reading: 8.1, pp. 215-222, 8.2, pp. 222-227 
C10 Reading: 10.1, pp. 255-268, 10.2, pp. 268-279, 10.3, pp. 279-290 
C11 Reading: pp.294-312 
C12 Reading: 12.1, pp. 315-327, 12.2, pp. 327-335 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #3, Chapters 8, 10-12 
Classroom Activity for Chapters 7 & 9: Jefferson V. Jackson 

c.1800-1848 

5  Expansion, Division, and the Civil War 
Chapters 13, 14, and 15 
C13 Reading: 13.1, pp. 340-354, 13.2, pp. 354-361 
C14 Reading: 14.1, pp. 365-378, 14.2, pp. 378-384, 14.3, pp. 384-397 
C15 Reading: 15.1, pp. 400-413, 15.2, pp. 414-428 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #4, Chapters 13-15 

c.1844-1877 

6  The Gilded Age 
Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19.1 
C16 Reading: 16.1, pp. 431-443, 16.2, pp. 443-456 
C17 Reading: 17.1, pp. 459-475, 17.2, pp. 475-483 
C18 Reading: 18.1, pp. 487-500, 18.2, pp. 500-511 
C19 Reading: 19.1, pp. 515-531 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #5, Chapters 16-19.1 

c.1865-1898 

7  Imperialism, Progressives ?, and Global Conflict: WWI & WWII 
Chapters 19.2-26 
C19 Reading: 19.2, pp. 531-548 
C20 Reading: 20.1, pp. 552-568, 20.2, pp. 568-577, 20.3, pp. 577-581 
C21 Reading: 21.1, pp. 584-596, 21.2, pp. 596-611 
C22 Reading: 22.1, pp. 615-624, 22.2, pp.624-637 
C23 Reading: 23.1, pp. 640-658, 23.2 
C24 Reading: 24.1, pp. 662-675, 24.2, pp. 675-684 
C25 Reading: 25.1, pp. 687-699 
C26 Reading: 26.1, pp. 705-718, 26.2, pp. 718-727 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #6, Chapters 19.2-26 

c.1890-1945 

8  Cold War America 
Chapters 27-30 
C27 Reading: pp. 733-749 
C28 Reading: 28.1, pp. 754-770, 28.2, pp. 770-778 
C29 Reading: 29.1, pp. 782-793, 29.2, pp. 793-804 
C30 Reading: 30.1, pp. 808-821, 30.2, pp. 821-833 
 Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #7, Chapters 27-30 

c.1945-1980 

9  Globalization and America as Superpower 
Chapters 31-32 

c.1980-Present 



C31 Reading: pp. 838-853 
C32 Reading: 32.1, pp. 857-866, 32.2, pp. 866-877 
Quizzes after each chapter 
Test #8, Chapters 13-15 

 
   
 
Grading: 
Your grade will be done on a point system.  Total points will be added at the end of each marking 
period and will be broken down as follows: 

100%-90 = A 
89%-- 80 = B 
79%-- 70 = C 
69%-- 60 = D 
59% or less = E 

 
Grade Weighting and Policy: 
 
Formative assessments weighted at 30%: 
These assessments help determine what students are understanding about the subject as we 
progress through the year and include in class and at home learning activities. 
 
Summative assessments weighted at 70%:   
These change in point value according to the nature of the summative assessment; and combine 
multiple skills and concepts, while quizzes and exams are based on the length and content, usually 
including AP formatted multiple choice questions and AP writing requirements. 
There are two categories for determining Marking Period grades for this course:  
 
“Formative assessments: Notes, Review, Writing Assignments and Learning Activities”  = 30% Weighted 
“Summative Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Formal Papers, and Projects” = 70% Weighted 
 
Your average for two marking periods will be worth 80% of your first semester grade.  Your midterm 
exam will account for 20%.  Second semester marking periods are worth 80%; the final project is worth 
20%.  If a student opts out the AP Exam their marking periods are worth 80% in the second semester 
and they will take a 2nd Semester Exam worth 20%. 
 
Chapter Outlines: notes 
This is one of the difficult, critical, and necessary tasks of the class; note-taking is the most helpful skill 
in terms of preparing for tests and the AP Exam.  You are responsible for the material covered in the 
textbook chapters for our quizzes and tests.  The chapters will be divided into installments; each 
installment of notes is equal to 10 points, or 30 points per chapter.  Grades lower than 10 out of 10 for 
notes reflect the poor quality and effort given. Simply “doing the notes” in the hour before class will be 
apparent in most instances and will earn lower grades.  Notes completed in class, during discussion, 
will be regarded as taboo and will result in half credit – at the most.. 
 
Review Assignments 
These assignments are designed to prepare students for the different types of essay questions that 
will appear on the APUSH exam.  They are either collaborative or individual in nature; most of the time 
these assignments are completed in class.  
 



Quizzes and Tests 
Tests – will occur once per unit.    Points 35-60 
 
Quizzes –will average about 2-4 per unit.   Points: 10-20 each. 
 
Supplemental Reading Quizzes 
On occasion, we will have supplemental reading assignments out of the “Primary Source Booklet” (8 
or 9 per marking period).  These readings are in addition to the textbook.  They will be either Primary or 
Secondary sources and there will be a reading quiz on the content the day after the reading was 
assigned.  
Points: 10-15 each. 
 
DBQs 
You will have multiple Document Based Questions before the exam in May.  More information on these 
assignments later (the first DBQ will be in late October; rubric will be explained at that time.) Points: 20. 
 
Late assignments will be accepted for less credit.  Any assignment turned in a week or more late will 
result in the assignment earning half credit. 
 
Note to the Student: This may appear to be overwhelming – but remember that someone has 
recommended you for this class, which means they know you are capable of doing it.  I am excited for 
this class and if you have any concerns do not hesitate to talk to me.   
 
A weekly agenda will be posted each Monday (as per the ROHS Learning Schedule 2020-21) and 
adjustments will be made depending on the changes to our school schedule. 
 
Please use the Teacher-Student Conference Time to communicate with me if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
 
 

‘It is what we know already that often prevents us from learning.’  
~Claude Bernard 
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Mr. David Masen 
 
Email – david.masen@royaloakschools.org 
 
School Phone # -- 248.435.8500  ext. 1018 (use only during time of face-to-face instruction) 
 
Print Student Name: 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This class is a part of the Royal Oak High School Advanced Placement Program, which encourages 
the students in the program to work toward taking the AP Exam.  The exam is strongly encouraged, 
and the class is designed to prepare students to take the exam, however it is not mandatory.   
 
There is a cost of $95 to take the exam, which is given on Thursday, May 6th, 2021 .  If there are any 
questions or concerns, please contact me by telephone and/or email. 
 
After they have read this course description, please have your parent/guardian sign this sheet. 
 
 
Sign here : ___________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _________________ 
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